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ASC Joins Fellow Advocates
in Human Chain of Solidarity

The frustrations of immigrants were powerfully voiced recently
in front of 24 Federal Plaza as African Services' Bakary
Tandia, along with ASC clients, joined immigrant families,
area leaders and immigrant rights organizations in o massive
human chain of solidarity.

Chanting, "stop separating our families," the group
demanded immediate action on the part of Congress and
the Cbhama administration.

"Separating families has reached
the level of a humanitarian crisis
in our communities,” said Ramatu
Ahmed, African community
leader affiliated with ASC. "We
cannot allow the government to
silently watch this tragedy
unfolding."

Read the full story here.




Since beginning our parinership with Nevw York Stafe through the New York Bising Super Storm
Sondy Recovery program this yveor, ASC has been sending staff into some of the hardest hif
areqs offering legaol, health and housing assistance fo immigrants corrently living in, or disploced

from areas affected by Superstorm Sandy.

Learn more about this exciting program here.

Cur dedicated Superstorm Sandy Grant Legal and
Housing team can be seen pictured aoove (from
left} legal advocate Miat Amare, staff attorney
Deirdre Stradone, staff attorney Coring Bogaciu,
nousing assistant Carmen Hernandez along with
co-executive director Kim Nichols, as they enjoy a
oreezy commute on the Staten lsland Ferry en
route to one of our leqal services offices on Staten
lsland.

Miat is seen in the image to the left helping a client
at one of our Staten lslond legal services offices.
ASC's Sandy Grant team has provided legal,
nousing and health services to nearly 70 clients
since the start of the program.



World Hepatitis Day and the First-Ever
NYC World Hepatitis B Awareness
Week

ASC took part in a five-borough Workd Hepatitis
Day awareness campalign, followed by a "Freeze
Mob" at Faley Square. Worid Hepatitis Day ks
recognized around the globe fo rake awareness
on the reakiife impact of viral hepatitis. The Word
Health Organization estimates that nearty 400
milllon people have chronic viral hepatitis
worndwide and most of them do not know they are
nfected. More than 1 millon people die each year
from couses related to viral hepatifis, commoniy
cirhosks and fver cancer. It & important to know
the risk factors for hepatitis, talk to famiy and
friends who may be at risk, speak fo your health
care provider about freatment and sirategles to
remain healthy.

African Services staff also joined councll membeers,
healthcare providers and advocates on the steps
of City Hall to prociaim July 21 to 27 as the first-ever
Mew York Clty Hepatits B Awareness Week, which
culminated on the 28th with Warld Hepatitis Day.
The effort aimed at buliding hepafits awareness
amang the public, especially within immigrant
communifies, renewing support for people iving
with the dsease, and encouwraging all Mew Yorkers
to learn ther status and receive the hepatitis B
vaccine.

African Services offers free and confidential hepatitis 4
B & C screening and navigation to affordable care
regardiess of immigration status or abiiity to pay.

Click here to learn more.



AMOEEW H AR FOR L SATTIERA. Al AT
Likan agyed, [interim] testing center coordinatar at ASC, administers a T6 fest to a clent from Burkina Faso.

Liza De Bode at Al Jazeera America recently spotlighted African Services' testing center in the
folowing story "Funding Cuts May Leave New York City Vulnerable to Tuberculosis.”

MEW YORK - Eradication had been the idea. But two decades affer health care workers turned
the fide an tuberculosis in New York City, no ane in the few remaining TB clinics can celebrate iis
demise.

Far the first fime in o decade, the number of confirmed cases in the city has gone up, cccording
fo the Mew York City Healih Depariment’s 2013 report, and the once declining rate of aclive
infection has slovwed to o constant. Even if the current infection numiers remain low, budget cuts
could result in the city being il prepaored for any future outbreaks. New York's last wave of TB, in
the 1980s and 1990s, kiled thousands of people.

Focing funding cuts, some clinics have closed, and af least one has sfarfed charging for TB
screenings. With TB most comman among the homeless, immigranis ariving with iifle money and
the immune-compromised, the $30 thot s sometimes needed to be tested is offen hard to come
ko,

At the African Services Committee [ASC) clinic in Horlem, workers at times waive the fee for
patients at risk of TB, such as [brahim, o manin his lote 205, who asked that bis recl nome not be
Lsed. After he amrived in MNew York from Burking Foso two years ago, itwas determined thot he
wias o potenticl caondidate for TB. With no health care, his case might hove gone undetected if
he'd had to pay the full price.

Lilicrm Agyel, testing coordinator at ASC, said that since the clinic started charging most pafients,
the number of visits had dropped dramafically. In 2009, cbout 4,500 people were fesied for
fuberculosis. Last vear, only 534 clients sought the service, according to infernal stafistics. Agvei
said these were mosily people who needed the fest for cdministrative reasons reloted to
employment or study, not individuals who found themselves af risk of infection.

The ASC co-executive director, Kim Nichols, said the dramafic fallin people being tested could
hamper effarts o batile the disease.

Continued ...



Continued ...

"There will be those few cases that we would have freated or
screened in previous years who will not be picked up on until they
have active TB, or have already infected other people in their
households," Nichols said. "You lose the opportunity to intervene
before a person develops active symptoms."

Michaols said the drop in screenings ot ASC s the result of municipal ond federal budget cuts,
which hove been enforced despite confirmed cases in fhe New York area rising from 651 in 2012
fo 454 in 2013, cccording to the lafest figures.

"You hope it's not a frend,” Lee Reichman, execuiive director of the New Jlersey Medical School
Global Tuberculosis Institute and former New Yaork City healih directaor, fold Al Jozeera.
Eeichman oversow the cify's response fo the TB outbreck of the lofe 19280s and 1990s, inwhich
more than 12,000 people died. At the fime, authorities scrambled fo spend §1 bilion o guell

the epidemic. Now, he said, the numbers are stillin their "early sfoges.”

"If we don't do something about i, [this] may increase more. It may acfually offect the rate. It's o
wWarning sign,” he said.

Even though some experts fear cases could increase, the New York City Health Department’s
Bureov of Tuberculosis Conirol redueced operafing hours af hwo chest clinics in 20313, The NYC
Health Depariment did not respond to Al Jozeera's request for comment, but occording fo the
2013 annual report, the hours were cut "due fo decreased use and finoncial constraints.”

At the Charles P. Felion Nafional Tuberculosis Center af Harlem Hospital, operafions hove been
disconfinued and tesfing resources diverted o ofher clinics in New lersey, Florida, Texas,
Califarnic and Minnesota.

Bill Bower, former director of eduecafion and fraining af the center and an assistant professor af
Columbia University, said the decision by the Centers for Disease Confrol and Prevention (CDC)
wias token inresponse fo local rates nearing nafional averages. From o case rate of 220 per
133,000 residents in 1971, exceeding that of many developing nafions, cenfral Harlem now
registers 4.8,

"TB incidence in Harlem ... hod been reduced considerably. [t was fime to spread stofe-of-the-art
TB care, fraining, matericls and medical consultation across the couniry,” he said inan email.

But healih care professionals ot ASC soid community arganizatfions like theirs are left to pick up
the slaock while government providers take "o bock seaf”

REead the full story here.



Meet Four New Faces at African Services

There have been quite a few new additions fo the ASC feam, so we thought it would be fitfing fo
highlight a ferw of those new faces here. Look out for images of mare new staff in upcoming
nensletiers.
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' Legal advocate Niat Amare (left) and Immigration attorney Wandl Reyes-Ortiz



Harlem Eats

Harlem Eais, Uptown's food fruck and sireef food market,
presents New Yarkers with the opporiunity fo come together
and experience Harlem's burgeoning food scene every
Saturday from May 10-Maov 15,

When; Every Saifurday throughout the summer (May fo
Cctober) 11 amio 5 pm

Where: Frederick Douglass Bivd. between 117thand 118th
street

Click here to learn more.

Finding Fela

FINDING

Mo individual better embodies African music of the
1%70s and '80s--and its pivotal role in posteolonial
political activism than Fela Kuti, After quickly taking his

MUSIE ' native Nigeria by storm, the pioneering musicican's
1S THE confrontational Afrobeat sound soon spread
) ‘ througnout the continent and beyond, even as it
WEAFON made determined enemigs of the reprassive Nigerian

military regime.

Within the past decade, aresurgence of inferast in his
wiork nos postnumously repopularized Kuti, culminating
in the maossively successful Broadway show FELAL,
written by Jim Lewis and directed oy Tony Award
winner Bill T. Jones. Academy Award-winning director
Alex Gioney inferweaves the show's skillful staging with
a treqsure frove of period inferviews and nypnotic
performances to recapture the essence of the man,
nis music, and his enduring cultural and political
relevance.

When and where; Cpening Friday, August 1 af various locafions.

Click here to for more informafion.



Overjoyed!

ASC's supervising attorney, Kate Webster, is all smiles clongside two
overoyed clents moments after they received their long-awaited
green cards. Kate has been assisting Titlope (below right], a client
from Migeria, and Yawari (left], a client from Togo, since 2011 and as
can be imagined, these images capture just a fragment of happiness
felt all-around.

African Services dedicated and
passionate staff of atforneys provide low-cost or free legaol services,
for those who gualify, to fomilies ond individuals in need of
immigration assistance. All are welcome regardless of race, couniry
of origin, gender, sexual orientafion or religious affiiation. All services
are configential.

For o consuliation with an African Services immigration attorney, call
212222 3882 or email immigrafion@africonservices.org.
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